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trains or for maintenance. No signal is
required if the draw is in the fully open
position.

(b) If the draw is not in the fully open
position, the opening signal is one pro-
longed and one short blast.

(c) Signals to be sounded from the
bridge are—

(1) Immediately preceding the open-
ing of the draw, one prolonged blast;

(2) Immediately preceding the closing
of the draw, two prolonged blasts;

(3) When a vessel has sounded the
opening signal and the draw cannot be
opened immediately, five short blasts
in a rapid succession; and

(4) When the draw is closed and visi-
bility is reduced in foggy weather, five
short blasts in rapid succession every
two minutes.

§ 117.591 Charles River and its tribu-
taries.

(a) The following requirements apply
to all bridges across the Charles River
and it’s tributaries:

(1) Public vessels of the United
States, state or local vessels used for
public safety, and vessels in distress
shall be passed through the draw of
each bridge as soon as possible without
delay at any time. The opening signal
from these vessels is four or more short
blasts of a whistle or horn, or a radio
request.

(2) The owners of these bridges shall
provide and keep in good legible condi-
tion clearance gauges for each draw
with figures not less than 12 inches
high designed, installed and main-
tained according to the provisions of
§ 118.160 of this chapter.

(3) Trains and locomotives shall be
controlled so that any delay in opening
the draw span shall not exceed ten
minutes. However, if a train moving to-
ward the bridge has crossed the home
signal for the bridge before the signal
requesting opening of the bridge is
given, that train may continue across
the bridge and must clear the bridge
interlocks before stopping.

(4) Except as provided in paragraph
(b) through (f) of this section, the
draws shall open on signal.

(b) The draw of the Charlestown
Bridge, mile 0.4 at Boston, need not be
opened for the passage of vessels.

(c) The draw of the Massachusetts
Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA/
Amtrak Bridge, mile 0.8, at Boston,
shall open on signal; except that from
6:15 a.m. to 9:10 a.m. and 4:15 p.m. to
6:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, ex-
cept holidays, the draw need not be
opened for the passage of vessels, ex-
cept as stated in paragraph (a)(1) of
this section.

(d) The draw of the Massachusetts
Bay Transportation Authority (East
Cambridge Viaduct) railroad Bridge,
mile 1.0 at Boston, need not be opened
for the passage of vessels. However, the
operating machinery of the draw shall
be maintained in an operable condi-
tion.

(e) The draw of the Metropolitan Dis-
trict Commission (Craigie) Bridge, mile
1.0 at Boston, shall operate as follows:

(1) Open on signal; except that from
6:15 a.m. to 9:10 a.m. and 3:15 p.m. to
6:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, ex-
cept holidays, the draw need not open
for the passage of vessels, except as
stated in paragraph (a)(1) of this sec-
tion.

(2) From December 1 to March 31, the
draw shall open on signal after a 24
hour advance notice is given.

(f) The draws of the bridges across
Broad Canal, mile 0.0, need not open for
the passage of vessels. However, the
draws shall be returned to operable
condition within one year after notifi-
cation by the District Commander to
do so.

[CGD1 91–141, 57 FR 30405, July 9, 1992]

§ 117.593 Chelsea River.
All drawbridges across the Chelsea

River shall open on signal. The opening
signal for each drawbridge is two pro-
longed blasts followed by two short
blasts and one prolonged blast. The ac-
knowledging signal is three prolonged
blasts when the draw can be opened im-
mediately and is two prolonged blasts
when the draw cannot be opened or is
open and must be closed.

§ 117.595 Danvers River.
(a) The following requirements apply

to all bridges across the Danvers River:
(1) Public vessels of the United

States, state or local vessels used for
public safety, commercial vessels, and
vessels in distress shall be passed
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